Planning and Zoning Commission Study Session Minutes
Study Session — June 4, 2024

A study session of the Town of Chino Valley Planning and Zoning Commission was held at 6:00 p.m. on
Tuesday, June 4, 2024, at the Town of Chino Valley Council Chambers, 202 N. State Route 89, Chino
Valley, Arizona.

PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION MEMBERS present; Chair Chuck Merritt, Vice-Chair Gary
Pasciak, Commissioner Teena Meadors, Commissioner Ron Penn, Commissioner Robert Switzer,
Commissioner William Welker and Commissioner Richard Zamudio.

STAFF MEMBERS present: Laurie Lineberry, Development Services Director; Will Dingee, Assistant
Director, Jessica Barragan, Senior Planner, Gerreann Froberg, Senior Processing Coordinator, Lawrence
Digges, AudiofVideo, and Terri Denemy, Assistant to the Town Manager.

Public Attendance - 96 people in the Chambers (26 people over the maximum occupancy load for the
Chambers), 12 people in the lobby and hallway.

CALL TO ORDPER: Chair Merritt cailed the study session meeting to order at 6:03 p.m. A quorum was
declared. Commission meeting began with the Pledge of Aliegiance led by Commissioner Switzer.

The following topics were discussed at the June 4, 2024 Study Session:

Discussion: TA-2024-02 - Keeping of non-domestic animals — This was the fourth discussion on this
topic, the Planning and Zoning Commission discussed this at the February 6, 2024, April 2, 2024 and
May 7, 2024 Study Sessions.

Will Dingee, Assistant Director, recapped for the public a case that happened two years ago for a
Conditional Use Permit for an Equine rescue. The original request was for roughly 70 horses and cattle
on a 5-acre parcel and the Town had no rules in place to deny the request. Because the applicant
wanted to sell hay on the property, the applicant needed a Conditional Use Permit. Through the public
hearing process, the owner agreed to reduce his animal count to approximately 20 horses and remove
the cattle. The process involved five public hearings with multiple neighborhood meetings, and an
ultimate appeal which went back to the Planning and Zoning Commission and was approved. As a result,
the Town Council directed the staff to lock into this further, to research adjacent communities and come
to the Town Council with a recommendation on what the Town could do better to help avoid a similar
situation in the future. Last year staff brought to Town Council suggestions for cattle and horses. Town
Council directed staff to look at regulations for all non-domestic animals

Laurie Lineberry, Direcior, shared that in the last Study Session, discussion was held by
Commissioners, staff and a couple of Town residents who came and spoke about a number of items. It
included an original proposal that was used to dialog with, and after that meeting staff revised the
proposal based on comments from the neighbors. Lineberry handed out sheets to the Commission with
the new proposal and Dingee projected it onto the screen for the public to view. Lineberry explained
that chickens were no lenger to be counted unless they were for commercial purposes.

{See Aftachment 1)

Dingee explained that 4H and self-sustaining farmsteads were an important part of the community and
although they may exceed the proposed regulations, the Commission and staff concluded that the Town
would allow for an exemption for these situations, Alsc discussed was a Waiver for existing animals that
exceeded the proposed regulations for the lifespan of that animal, as well as a process would be put in
place if someone wanted more animals per acre than the proposed regulations. Staff recommended that
fowl be excluded from the animal quantities with the exception of roosters, backed by a bill signed by
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Governor Hobbs on May 21, 2024 — House Bill 2325 Backyard Fowl, which allowed for 6 hens on a 2
acre or less lot. Based on prior discussions, the proposed regulations were adjusted.

Merritt asked if anyone on the Commission has questions for the staff. There were none. Merritt read
into the record an email sent to staff from a citizen who was unable to attend the meeting (see
Attachment 2}. He then explained to the public the ground rules for speaking to the Commission. The
citizens who had filled out the speaker request cards would have 3 minutes o speak, they were to be
respectful and there would be no applauding. The Commission appreciated the citizens' enthusiasm and
thanked them for coming to give their input. The Commission was not here to regulate something that
worked, but to regulate something that did not work and wanted to do the minimum needed to prevent
that situation from happening again. He reiterated that many avenues were available if someone wanted
to exceed the number of animals proposed per acre, i.e. a Waiver, exception, or Conditional Use Permit.
The Town needed to have some basis to enforce violations and that grandfathering and ease of
exemptions were all on the table for discussion. The Commission were trying to collect as much data and
opinions as possible.

Merritt asked if any public in attendance had any comments they wanted to share.

Willie Lass - 981 W Center Street, stated he owned Lazy L Ranch and his ranch was clean and neat, his
animals were healthy and well taken care of. He sold meat in packages and sides of beef. He had been
in business since 2015 and his son made his living off of the ranch. He felt this proposal would affect 4H,
FFA, rescues, pets and people’s livelihoods. He asked the Commissicon to consider how regulating limits
could take away someone's ability to make a living.

Merritt asked the public to please not applaud.

Ed Bloomfield — 2780 Elrod Road, stated his kids raised animals in 4H and FFA. He felt that if you did
not like potholes or animals, you should not move to Chino Valley.

Beverly Wilson — 1777 W Road 2 North, stated she moved here 4 years ago and owned horses, a
burrow and goats. Her neighbors had cattle, burrows and chickens. She moved here because she loved
a rural lifestyle and did not want it to change. She felt that when you start to limit the number of animals
on a property, it would become too bureaucratic, that the limits would be based on one incident and the
Commission shouid not make laws on exceptions. She agreed that if you don't like animals, don’t move
here.

Regina Pecoraro — 3392 Wendigo Trail, stated Wendigo Trail was annexed into the Town and directly
behind her property was County. She was concerned about what transpired between neighbors. She
agreed one bad apple should not speil the bushel. She stated it was not possible to determine the sex of
chickens right away, and saw this as a problem.

Gary Warren - 2295 S State Route 89, stated he agreed with most of the others who spoke, he lived in
Chino Valley since 1982 and the Town had always been rural and that was why people move here, they
have choices (Prescott and Prescott Valley). He felt the County had good guidelines for animals per
acre, that this proposal was way too restrictive for the community, and hoped the Commission wouid look
at the County guidelines and model something similar.

Ashley Lee — 2845 W Mountain Meadow Road, stated she was a member of FFA and raised livestock.
She felt the regulations would not help kids, that kids were the future of this Town, and it was important
for them to have the ability to continue what they were doing. She knew people who were affected by
this, neighbors who didn't like what the kids were doing, even though they had a yard where the animals
were well cared for and not bothersome. She shared that for show kids, roosters were the way to go, that
hens did not grow as fast, were harder to raise, and roosters soid better at the fair. She wanted the
Commission to remember that these kids were going to be running the Town in 20 years, and if they were
prevented from continuing what they were doing now, then “they would be screwed”.
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Merritt reiterated the Commission was not trying to restrict FFA or 4H, or restrict people from enjoying
their chickens, that roosters were still up for discussion. He stated that the chart was still up for
discussion at this point, and public input would help change it and was valuable,

Melissa Lee — 2845 W Mountain Meadow Road, stated she had been on the Yavapai County Fair board
and had resigned for other reasons. She wanted the Commission to be aware that kids had already been
restricted through regulations. There were so many kids that wanted to show animals, and asked the
Commission to not take that away from them. If one person were to call and complain, it would be a
problem. She felt one swine per acre was ridiculous, that at least two animals were needed for fair so
you had a backup animal. She said kids go to college because of the FFA program and they were our
future. She asked the Commission to not take it from them, and to make sure kids had all that we could
give them.

Karen Freund — 1960 W Road 4 North, commented she thought that this “circus” was because of one
problem, and instead of dealing with that one problem and letting it drop, the Town was going to penalize
and punish everyone in the room. She stated she moved to Chino specifically for no restrictions on
livestock, knowing she would need to manage her own herd. She stated her problem was the Town was
going to start with how many animals per acre, then roosters, peacocks, and guinea fowl and keep going
down that slope until nothing would be allowed because everything makes noise. She felt that if people
didn't want to live with the noise, dust, and smell, they should move someplace else.

Merritt remined the public to not applaud.

Payten Darby — P.O. Box 313, Paulden, stated she was with the Yavapai County Fair and felt the
proposed regulations may not affect kids now, but kids would get into trouble without things to keep them
out of trouble and that animals do that. The Kids are the next generation and if the Town changed the
regutations, where would the kids go next. If the Town wanted the kids to grow, have responsibility, go to
college, get good jobs and be productive members of society, then the kids needed their horses, lambs,
hogs, goats and everything else. She asked that the Commission please consider the next generation
because eventually it would affect everybody else.

Rosalee Darby — P.O. Box 216, Paulden, stated she represented the Yavapai County Fair, worked in
youth livestock for the last 15 years, and 90% of the parents in attendance had kids with animals, but this
was not just about those kids. She believed Governor Hobbs looked at a general statue for municipalities
within cities and neighborhoods, Chino Valley was rural and needed to remain rural. Yavapai County had
regulations that comply and had exemptions for 4H, FFA and youth livestock programs. If a family with
two kids wanted to get started in a program, they would only be allowed one swine and how would they
pick which kid? Chino Valley had the largest horse club in 4H in the state for years, which had declined
but was being built back up. Youth livestock gave kids opportunities to travel, learn, make decisions, and
get scholarships and careers. The Commission was trying to take that away. Chino Valley had the
biggest farm for FAA in the state. Bacon and eggs come from farmers, not Safeway.

Merritt reiterated once again that the Commission was not going to take away or limit 4H or FFA or
anyone else that wanted to exceed the limits set by the Planning and Zoning Commission and the Town
Council's decision. He restated that there would be plenty of opportunities easily available to add animals
to the property if someone wanted to go through the effort of belonging to the FFA or 4H and currently the
Town had an exemption for that. The Town was not taking away from the kids, nor the good things the
community offers.

Levi Darby — P.O. Box 216, Paulden, stated he was chairman of the Yavapai County fair and 51,000
people came to the Fair last year with 120 kids in fair. He stated that the animals were what the kids
were all about, many on livestock scholarships. He understood that some people got out of control with
their animals and junk and there needed to be regulations. They were teaching kids how to raise animals
and spend their money to get that animal to show. He stated that some people get out of control and one
problem was not the whole Town of Chino Valley and did not speak for everyone. He thought that the
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regulations may not affect the kids this year, but would affect next year. If you keep the kids on animals
and off of drugs, they may stay out of jall.

Switzer asked if Mr. Darby understood that FFA was exempt,
Darby responded that not everyone was in FFA

Switzer stated that the ones that were in FFA could get an exemption, that any regulation just like any
law was meant for the people who viclated it, not the people who abided by it.

Darby stated the Town should go after the people who viclated it, and questioned why they were at this
meeting if the Town already had ground rules.

Switzer stated the Town currently had no ground rules and that was the problem.
Darby stated the Town had Yavapai County ground rules.

Switzer stated he believed the County regulations were stiffer than the regulations proposed by staff and
the Commission would look into it for comparison.

Merritt reiterated the Commission understood the value in kids, and this was not about the kids and FFA,
that assumptions had been made that next year something was going to change to take that away.

Darby stated that the swine regulation had been removed in Yavapai County, and kids could raise pigs
and breed them. Kids needed this to show animals.

Merritt stated the Commission respected everything Mr. Darby's family were doing and FFA and 4H were
a valuable part of the community. The Commission was trying to set some limits for the people who don't
follow the rules and don't care for their animals to enforce minimum standards of care so manure would
not wash into a neighbor's yard. This was not to restrict kids, little league, or FFA.

Darby stated Yavapai County and the Town do not like him because he pushed things through, but kids
were our future.

Merritt asked Mr. Darby if the Commission could have further conversation with him and could they get
his contact information.

Darby stated yes.

Mitzi Conn — 2303 N Road 1 East stated she was with Now That I'm Safe Equine rescue, and had seen
animals starving, that people had adopted animals from them. She saw one of the biggest problems was
she received weekly calls, messages and emails about animals starving and not being taken care of.
Livestock inspectors were needed to take care of it. She encouraged anyone who saw an animal not
being taken care of to call the autherities. But unfortunately, if an animal could get up on its own, the
livestock inspector would say it was ok. She wanted to let everyone know not to feed an animal that
locked like it was starving, but to call the authorities instead.

Sarah Novak — 800 Sharon Drive, stated she does not own horses, cows or sheep but moved to the area
s0 they could do that in the future. She currently owned chickens, ducks and three roosters and stated
the roosters get a bad rap, her roosters crow appropriately in the morning and you would not know they
were there the rest of the day, and do protect her chickens from hawks. She understood the need for
regulations but thought one rooster per acre was hard to comprehend.

Cara Hamer — 210 S Cottontail Drive, stated she worked in law enforcement in Prescott as an animal
control officer, she was very familiar with animals and understood a lot of the problems the Town was
dealing with. She stated kids needed a rooster to go with the hen to make more animals for the kids to
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show, same with cattle. She felt the Commission needed to speak to the people who had their boots on
the ground. She shared that she breeds horses for income and maved to Chino Valley for the
opportunities this awesome community gave her. She understood roosters could be a problem in the
wrong hands and that regulations were a tough path as people loved their animals and livestock. She
also thought the Veterans place in Chino Valley would be hurt if it were to get regulated.

Switzer asked Ms. Hamer if animal control officers from surrounding areas would be willing to come to a
meeting.

Hammer stated absolutely, they used to do them quarterly, even from as far as Sedona and Williams.

Nathan Burger — 210 S Cottontail Drive, stated he lived in Chino Vailey for 6 months and had only been
a part of the cowboy and farming life for three years. The amount of support this way of life brought had
been amazing. He shared that he grew up in Bull Head City and as a kid did not have 4H, that it was all
about drugs, sex and alcohol. He would hate for Chino Valley to turn into that and felt if you start limiting
animals it would also affect the Veterans who do not own much land but enjoyed horses and riding. He
thought this was all based on one bad apple who was not respected in the community and that law
enforcement and animal control officers should be paid a little more money to seek out the people who
were not taking care of their animal, not the people in the room who care for their animals and whose
animals were their lives.

Merritt reiterated it was the Commission's goal to regulate the folks not doing it right, not the people in
the room who were taking care of their animats. The Commission appreciated the folks participating in
the process.

Linda Steiger — 3605 N Yo He Wah Drive, yielded her time.

Susan Rikerd - 3993 Yo He Wah Drive, stated she backed everyone in the room, they were all
passionate animal lovers and that the animals come first. She wanted the Commission to know that and
thinks the Town should punish the people not taking care of their animals and not take away what they do
for their animals. She bred her mare and loved being with other people that loved their animals and take
awesome care of them.

Marsha Moyer — 1525 Bumblebee Drive, thanked the Commission for having the meeting, and wanted to
know if minutes were available from past sessions and where were they found.

Merritt replied minutes could be found on the Town website or by stopping in at Town hall and asking for
a copy of them.

Moyer asked how the number of animals were caiculated per acre.

Dingee explained the chart brought up on the screen for acceptable animal units per acre, based on the
amount of manure each animal produced.

Moyer asked if she had two horses, one burrow, one swine and some chickens on a 2-acre lot, at what
point would it become a health hazard because of all the manure produced by the animals. Would code
enforcement come after her.

Dingee explained the anima! count.

Moyer asked if it would be calculated as total acreage of bare land.

Merritt replied Commission had discussed this and agreed to total acres not including buildings. He
reiterated the chart on the screen was a discussion point as stated earlier.
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Moyer stated she appreciated the waivers and exemptions for FFA and 4H for the kids in Chino Valley.
She questioned if the guidelines were to be put in place, why someone would need to get a waiver. She
could come in and waiver herself to death, as long as she wanted to pay the fee.

Merritt replied that the waivers would be free, that it would not be about the Town making money on
frivolous permits. The Commission was trying to find a balance so the Town had the ability to enforce
minimum standards on people who were not taking care of their animals. This process was about setting
minimum standards so the Town had enforcement ability. Currently the Town did not have any
regulations in place, (except cne pig per acre) and additional rules would provide some leverage.

Wayne Moyer — 1525 Bumblebee Drive, stated he had been raised on a farm in Pennsylvania and liked
the sound of roosters in the morning.

Cindy Lee Davies — 154 Heidi Lane, stated she had lived in Chino Valley for 12 years, and all of her
neighbors have farm animals. She sells real estate and stated people moved here hecause Chino Valley
was rural, although she agreed that the kids were important, it was all about the people. She agreed with
what everyone else said, one person should not ruin our great community that we love. She stated there
would not have been this turnout if it was not such a big issue. She thought it should be about code
enforcement, and taking care of our community.

Merritt commented that since the Town had no code and no rutes, there was no code enforcement —
again the Commission was trying to strike a balance of minimal enforcement to keep the folks that don't
do things the right way, from messing up the community.

Billie James - 2311 Horseshoe Trail, stated she grew up here and wanted to tatk about emotional
support, a lot of the animals for kids and adults were for emotional support. She enjoyed her chickens
and roosters and did not see any issues with that. She stated it was a Federal crime to have any kind of
animal abuse, and wanted to know why it was not a police issue, that it should not come back to anyone
else in this Town. She reiterated that animals provided emotional support and kept the kids going, she
saw it with her son, he loved his chickens - they were his pets.

Merritt reiterated the Commission agreed that children, pets, pigs, chickens and cows were important.

Jessie Pearson - 1630 Bottle Brush Drive, stated she was a single mother with two boys and because of
child custody issues the boys were limited on what they were allowed to do, they had no sports,
afterschool or weekend activities, showing livestock was all they had to get them out of the house, off
their computers and tablets, to learn and be a part of the community. She felt the animal chart was too
strict but understood a waiver would be possible. She had a Youth Livestock sign on her property and
had been through six signs because neighbors decided they did not like the animals and broke it down
She stated all code and law would be subject to interpretation. She worked at Tuff Shed and agreed
there needed to be codes and regulations in place because there were animals out there needed help.
There were people out there that could not deal with the animals they had. She asked the Commission to
regulate the issue, not limit the number of animals, but to have codes for cleanliness and noise, not
regulate numbers of animals. Her son had chickens and sold eggs every day and she asked what
happened to animals that already exist.

Merritt commented that regulations work both ways for minimum standards. If you had animals by right
and regulation, your neighbors would have no say about that because you were following the rules. He
added that existing animals would be grandfathered in, with ample opportunities for exemptions based on
particular circumstances.

Pearson asked if her son bred goats and sheep, how many waivers andfor exemptions would she need
and how often.
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Merritt replied he would make a note for discussion later by the Commission. He shared there would be

another study session on this topic in August and stated Commission wanted to hear more from the
public.

Monty Lira — 695 W Road 1 South, was called and was not present.
Anabe Schoon - 1498 W Road 4 North, agreed with what had already been said.

Joseph Johnson — 1414 State Route 89, stated he understood the Commission was just doing their job
and thought they were good people. He had two major concerns - laws don't stop, they just go forward
and make things worse and worse. He stated animals and cattle made America. If they were to be
limited, that would be food for Americans, which was horrifying as cattle numbers were already low.
Young ranchers were not coming into the profession and food costs were at a record high right now. The
animals on the chart that were being limited the most, were all food and people's livelihoods. Anything
that went forward in politics would only limits rights, as seen in gun rights and freedom of religion. If it
were to be done with animals, we would fail as a society.

Heather Wherley felt this was being done to regulate the bad apples but that is not what regulations do.
Reguiations were put in place and people who followed the rules followed the regulations, not the people
who viclated the regulations. She understood the Commission was tasked with trying to find a way to
stop what happened from cccurring again, but thought the Commission should define managing a herd or
flock instead of regulating a herd or flock. She felt the managing of animals should be regulated, not the
amount of animals. She stated she had not bought meat from a grocery store since 2009. Regarding
exemptions, she questioned whether the next people in office would offer them and felt it would be a
downhill spiral. Then the whole Town would change because the Commission would be trying to regulate
a bad apple. She asked the Commission not to regulate this way, but define managing of animals and
stated the people there take good care of their animals. She stated she knew people who moved here
because Chino Valley was so logical and wanted to see the Commission give managing a herd a
definition, instead of managing it for them.

Luke DeWitt — 2493 Home Lane asked what the defining moment was, a vote from the Commission or a
ballot vote.

Lineberry replied that after the Commission was finished with all the dialog, the Development Services
Department staff would prepare a draft Ordinance that would be presented to the Planning and Zoning
Commission at a public hearing, and the Commission would make a recommendation to the Town
Counsel. It would then be presented at a public hearing to the Town Counse! who would listen to any
members of the public who attended and the Town Counsel would decide what would become law.

DeWitt stated he felt there were other options for the bad apple, there were two concerns for someone
who mismanaged their livestock i.e. not feeding them appropriately, not encugh space and run-off issues.
He suggested making people put in retention basins, brow ditches, and/or direct the water for run-off,
calling in a vet to check body mass index on animals who might be underweight and penalize people for
cruelty to animals or jail time for cruelty to animals. He felt the Commission pushed that they do not have
any teeth to enforce the current status quo for pecple managing their livestock. He felt it was not up to
the Commission to enforce, it was up to the individual, but there were other ways to deal with bad apples
other than an arbitrary set of rules to dictate.

Merritt addressed that the Town had no codes and no standards in place for animals, and it was not
political but a fact. The Town of Chino Valley was not under Yavapai County jurisdiction and rules. The
Commission may look to adopt some of the Codes that Yavapai County had in place.

Erica Smith — spoke from the audience and the Chair calied her up to the podium microphone.

Erica Smith — 923 Peppertree Place, stated that when the Commission squished everything down, they
take away the public's ability to protect, maintain and provide for their families and neighbors. Smith

Planning & Zoning Commission Study Session Minutes
Study Session — June 4, 2024
Page 7 of 10



pointed her finger at each Commission member and said "Every one of vou sits next to and lives next to
somebody and what happens when you lose your home or you lose your cost for your eggs, when you
have no sugar for your bread. You have to go to a neighbor when you have no more stores and this, this
squishes it all down to nothing. You've already taken everything ouf of cur Federal government, we have
nothing.”

Merritt interjected that the Commission did not do anything like what she was saying. He declared that

she was off track from the purpose of the meeting. He shared that the Commission was not taking away
anything from anyone, but was talking about creating minimal standards for anyone to keep animals so

that they would not be creating a problem.

Smith responded the Commission was trying to take away everything that people had already done.
Merritt responded that the Commission had not taken away anything.

Smith interjected that they had.

Merritt stated that the Commission was not doing that and he disagreed completely with her statement.

Smith declared that she was sorry the Chairman disagree with her but that was her opinion and she had
the right to state her opinion. She concluded by saying " That doesn’t mean that | am wrong nor does if
mean that you are right. You asked for my opinion as a part of this community and this is my opinion. I'm
not having a debate, I'm stating my opinion.”

Tabby Higgins stated she was speaking out for working cattleman and cowboys that grew this area and
on a cowboy's wage, they could not afford a lot of acreage. However, their horses were their tools, they
needed 3-4 strings or more and needed a place to keep them while they were out working all day. The
horses needed to be rotated. She shared that once horses were retired, they still needed a good home
and asked if an exemption would be required for a retired horse because it would still need to be
replaced. She felt the numbers did not make sense and cowboys are a dying breed because they are
being pushed away. Cowboys were needed to work cattle and were only paid $100 a day. The
Commission needed to take that into consideration, as cowboys built this Town and area.

Andy Apolinar - 220 Heidi Lane, yielded his time and agreed with everything that was said.

Melody (no last name given), stated the following: '/ come from a place, | am born and raised on Hawaii.
! moved from there because of the rules and regulations that have clapped us down. Basically, we get
priced outf of paradise. Now where I'm from we don't have any predators so I'm used to chickens and
roosters, anybody been to Hawaii before? That's all you hear is chickens and roosters. Tourists come
over and they complain, we don’t make rules and regulations because of that. Now if you know anything
about like chicken poop or cow poop or swine poop, it's some of the best fertilizer there is and you're
basing your studies off of Minnesota. You're in Arizona, are these guys no all born and raised here, are
you guys not all cow folk? This is their way of life, this is everybody's way of life. People feed themselves
from the chickens, the cows and everything. You're laking that away, you're trying to take it away with
rules and regulations. |learned one thing being from an island, you put these rufes and regulations on,
they never change. | walched that island, you could go anywhere you want, do whatever you want,
Before you know it, everything was blockaded. You couldn't go anywhere. You couldn't do anything.
There is no reversal on that at all. Nothing gets reversed and every single one of you guys knows that. |
know that these guys have kids, generations and generations fo come and that's what you're changing.
You are not changing this for them, and if you guys represent the people, you got the people behind you,
they're speaking to you in what they want But you don'f represent the people or otherwise you would not
be having this and trying to compare us with Minnesota. We're nof Minnesola, this is Arizona, | moved to
Chino Valley to have that lifestyle again because | saw what it does and it never changes. Nothing ever
goes in reverse. You name one thing that ever goes in reverse. You don't never ever will you let that
happen to cows, to swines, nothing. This is their way of life, this is Arizona. Stop changing stuff because
what you said, more people, more problems. You're a Planning Commission. What is going on in this
County? It is expanding, you're making money off of it, there is not going to be any stopping to building.
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So you put these rules and regulfations for the people that are coming after us, nof for the people that are
here. You don't care about the people that are here. If you did, you would listen to every single person in
this room and you wouldn't change anything. Because the next Town half, then you listen to it, because
all I'm hearing in the back of that room is you telling pecple | know FFA, you got to apply for these
waivers. So who makes the decisions on waivers and why do we have to change it, it doesn't need to be
changed. Everything is like the officer over here, you know if he has an issue, he goes and addresses it.
{ have nothing else fo say.”

Teri Baier stated she moved to Chino Valley five years ago but had been coming to the area for 32
years. She did not have opportunity in the City where she grew up, for 4H, FFA, or livestock and only had
a garden and a dog, though she did attend County Fairs. She stated she watched dairy farms disappear
where she grew up, replaced with houses. She stated Chino Valley afforded her the opportunity to own
land, but was not planning on having livestock or chickens. She just wanted 2-1/2 acres around her so
she would not have to have a barking deg and a neighbor who did not speak English and played mariachi
music all day leng and she did not know what State or Country she woke up to every merning. She
expressed it was a fantastic place to grow up but was not a fantastic place now. Growing up she watched
Orange County go from farmtand to nathing but houses and tons of people and regulaticns. She shared
that her grandkids moved here and she watched them flourish in 4H and was currently a community
leader in 4H in Prescott. Her granddaughter was into horses and although she did not own a horse, she
did not want to be limited on that. Once regulaticns start, they would not stop. Maybe not now but it
would continue to change. She questioned what was going to happen to livestock when the 4H kids grow
up or go to college, what would the parents do with the animals.

Merritt stated that would be a question for the FFA and 4H people in the audience.

Jenny Rose — 1098 Couling Road, stated she moved to Chino Valley one year ago from the Portland
area, she owned an art studio, and had a passion for animals. [n Portland, she raised cattle and bred
sheep and owned a horse boarding facility and a Llama. She moved here to be close to her parents who
needed help and looked for a place which would accept her animals, she found Chino Valley. Sheran a
sanctuary for animals, kids working thru trauma and domestic violence victims. She felt that by regulating
animals it would take away the opportunities and some capacities. She shared she couldn’t have children
so her pets became her "kids" and her therapy.

Missy Nelissen — 1096 E! Rancho Road, stated she moved with her husband to Chino Valley 3-1/2 years
ago from small town in Massachusetts for the climate and because there were no limits on animails. She
loved Chino Valley and had purchased three properties next to each other, built a business and had put
over one million dollars into her property. She raised performance horses, boarded and trained horses. If
the Commission put regulations in place, it would take away from her livelihocd. She stated she paid for
a dumpster to remove her manure every week, her place was spotless and she should not have to be
penalized because of one bad apple. She shared that peacocks came with her property and offered if
anyone wanted them, they could come and get them. The peacocks were not owned: the peacocks just
existed and silencing them was not going to happen. She felt that businesses had not been addressed.
She had used local builders, landscapers, a fence guy, a welder and a cowboy. She was putting money
in the local economy and would not have done that if there were regulations. She does not think Chino
Valley should limit people coming here by setting limits on livestock.

Cathy Middlested — 380 Lauren Lane stated a lot of people had been talking about this “bad apple”. She
had attended two or three meetings for the CUP for that case and stated he was not a bad apple. He was
motivated to rescue horses and he did have quite a few horse and cows for his five acres. His issues
were the management. Neighbors complained about the flies and sewage run off and it got resolved
through his CUP to sell hay to help support the animals. She wanted to make clear he was not a bad
apple. She felt that people do not research before buying here. They come here and want to change
things. She agreed with other people - if you do not like the smell of animals and flies, you should not
move here. Just like people moved to Prescott and were not aware of the low flying planes and then
complained. She wanted to see more than limiting numbers {(as she was a horse person and animal
lover). She suggested instead of regulating how many animals people could have, we should regulate
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the management of the property and hold people accountable. Since Chino Valley does not have enough
code enforcement staff to go to every single ranch, they needed to rely on complaints. She felt if
someone had seven horses on one acre and were taking care of them by removing the manure and the
property was clean, there should be no problem for them to have seven horses as long as the horses
were getting the proper exercise and were taken care of. The man with the CUP did not have animals
that were abused, all of the animals were sold to other people and she wanted to put it to rest, he was not
a bad apple, she was going te¢ be the ane person who stood up for him.

Merritt stated he appreciated her comments and to be aware no cne on the Commission made any
reference to the gentleman with the CUP as a “bad apple”. The Commission was aware of the difficulties
he had and how hard he worked with the Town to get his place straightened out. That was one of the
reasons the Commission was trying to get something in place to not have a similar situation in the future.
Merritt stated he appreciated everyone who spoke. He felt the discussion got a little heated but that it
was the American process. He wanted to let the public know that at the next study session in August
they would have an opportunity {o speak. He stated he documented the comments and they would be in
the minutes of the meeting and on the video which could be watched on the Town website. He thanked
the public for attending and participating in the process.

Merritt closed the public portion of the meeting and asked for a Mation to adjourn.

ADJOURN - Motion was made by Pasciak and seconded by Zamudio to adjourn the study session
meeting-at 7/37 p.m.

Charfes Merritt - Chair i Srepared By: Ggfrzeann Fro%grg
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ATTACHMENT 1

UPDATED PROPOSED EQUIVALENT ANIMAL UNITS (EAU) TABLE

JUNE 4, 2024
1EAU=1 BEAU=4 % EAU=8
animal per | animals per | animals per
acre {choose acre (any acre (any
only 1 combination | combination
animal from | of 4 animals | of 8 animals
the list from the list | from the list
below) below) below)
A Swine Horses Turkeys
A Cow Sheep Geese
A Rooster, Goats Peacocks,
contained silenced
but not
silenced
Donkeys Guinea Hens
Alpacas Silenced
Rooster
Llamas
Ostriches
Emus ]

PREVIOUSLY PROPOSED ANIMAL UNITS (EAU) TABLE

May 7, 2024
1 EAU % EAU % EAU % EAU /32 EAU
1 Swine 1 Donkey 1 Sheep 1 Turkey 1 Hen
1 Cow 1 Horse 1 Goat 1 Goose 1 Chicken
1 Rooster, 1 Alpaca 1 Peacock 1 caged
not silenced (silenced) Rabbit
and
contained A
1 Llama 1 Guinea Hen 1 Duck
1 Ostrich 1 silenced
e Rooster
1Emu




Attachment 2

From: Camin Whittaker <caminkidd @gmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday, lune 4, 2024 9:25 AM

To: Will Dingee <wdingee @chinoaz.net>

Subject: Regulation of Non-Domestic Animals

Dear Mr. Dingee,

Below is a statement that | have been told that you will be gracious enough to present for me during the study
session on June 4, 2024, regarding the regulation of non-domestic animals. | greatly appreciate you doing this
as | am unable to attend the study-session.

Honorable Planning and Zoning Commissioners,

It appears that you are in search of a solution for a non-existent problem. For over fifty years the Town of Chino
Valley has not regulated the keeping of non-domestic animals. If there was a problem with animals it was
addressed as a Code Enforcement Issue (unsanitary conditions) or Animal Control {animal neglect or cruelty).
Suddenly, the Town wants toc change what has worked for over half of a century.

Existing properties will need to be grandfathered in. Most new properties are tract housing or sub-divisions
with CC&Rs that limit or prohibit the keeping of non-domestic animals. The very few new future homes that will
not be in a development are the only properties that the new regulations will apply to. Is the Town so lacking in
things to do that it will spend time and money on something that only pertains to a few homes?

For twenty-five years | lived in a nice site-built house on just under an acre of land. In addition to other
amenities, | had a four-stall breezeway barn. Each stall was twelve feet by twelve feet (equine industry
standard) with attached 24 feet by 40 feet corrals. | also had a small riding arena that doubled as an additional
turnout. No one ever complained that my four horses were a nuisance or that they did not receive the best of
care. Itis not how many animals per acre but how they are kept on that acre.

Non-domestic animals are an important part of life here in Chino Valley. Our high school has a Future Farmers
of America {(FFA) program. The teens in FFA raise farm animals as a project. FFA teaches very important life
skills in addition to how to raise animals. Each year at the county fair the animals are sold at auction to raise
money for future livestock purchases and college scholarships. If a family lives on two acres and has three
children, one of those children will not be able to participate in FFA.

Many families residing within the Town of Chino Valley participate in equine activities. Often these activities do
not lend themselves to everyone in the family sharing one horse. A family of five may well have five horses. If
that family lives on two and a half acres then the children would not be allowed to participate in FFA because
they would already be at their limit for animals. The family would also be precluded from keeping chickens so as
to have fresh eggs and none of the children could have a pet rabbit.

We need to stick with what has been working for our community for over half of a century. Just because some
former condominium-dwelling new resident from another state does not like non-domestic animals, the
responsible families of Chino Valley should not have to alter their lifestyles. Please do not create regulations
that ruin the traditional rural life in Chino Valley.

Thank you.

Camin Whittaker-Kidd
Chino Valley, AZ



