
MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING 
OF THE PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION 

OF THE TOWN OF CHINO VALLEY 
 

Tuesday, April 1, 2014 
6:00 P.M. 

 
The Planning and Zoning Commission of the Town of Chino Valley, Arizona, convened for a regular 
meeting in the Chino Valley Council Chambers located at 202 N. State Route 89, Chino Valley, Arizona. 

 
Commissioner Merritt called the meeting to order at 6:02 P.M. 

Commissioner Mendoza led the pledge of allegiance. 

Members present: Commissioner Charles Merritt, Commissioner Robert McCaullay, Commissioner Cory 
Mendoza, Commissioner Gary Pasciak 
Members absent: Commissioner Florence Sloan Commissioner Gwen Rowitsch, Commissioner Michael 
Edmonds 
Staff present: Planner Ruth Mayday, Assistant Planner Elyse DiMartino, Consultant Planner Dava 
Hoffman, Town Clerk Assistant Liz Hart (recorder) 

 
Commissioner McCaullay moved, seconded by Commissioner Pasciak to elect Commissioner Merritt as 
temporary chair and passed. 

 
4. MINUTES 

4A. Approval of minutes from January 7, 2014 regular meeting. 
 
Commissioner McCaullay moved, seconded by Commissioner Mendoza to approve the January 7, 2014 
regular meeting minutes, passed. 

 
4B. Approval of minutes from March 4, 2014 regular meeting 

Commissioner Pasciak moved, seconded by Commissioner Mendoza to approve the March 4, 2014 
regular meeting minutes and passed. 

 
4C. Approval of the March 4, 2014 minutes of Joint P & Z and GPC meeting 

Commissioner McCaullay, moved, seconded by Commissioner Pasciak to approve the March 4, 2014 
Joint Planning and Zoning Commission and General Plan Committee meeting minutes and passed. 

 
5. STAFF REPORT 
Planner Mayday reported on the special purpose residencies time line and work which needs completion, 
a few pending zoning actions and introduced the new Planner Assistant Elyse DeMartino. 

 
6. PUBLIC HEARING 

 
6A. This Public Hearing is for consideration, discussion and possible recommendation to the 
Town Council on the Draft Chino Valley General Plan 2013-2014, and is conducted for the 
review of comments received during a 60-Day Review from January 6 through March 6, 2014, 
and to receive additional public comment for deliberation by the Planning and Zoning 
Commission. Public hearing 
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Planner Hoffman presented a power point summary of the General Plan. 
 
Planner Hoffman described the General Plan as a long-range development decision-making guideline 
based on the intent of the community and is amendable. The General Plan is not code or regulation. A 
public hearing with the Council is scheduled for April 29. 

 
Planner Hoffman recapped the contents of the General Plan elements: land use, circulation, open 
space/recreation, water resources, cost of development, economic development. Vision and goals 
relationship includes a “getting it done” section, which presents a goal statement, strategies/ polices, and 
steps and actions.  It is it is further broken down into responsible parties and goal time line. The General 
Plan was distributed to several agencies for their comments. 

 
Planner Hoffman reviewed the comments made on the General Plan with regard to the 
Acknowledgements page, Land Use Element, Circulation/Transportation Element, and Open Space 
Element. 

 
Corrections made to these Elements included spelling errors, personnel acknowledgement, easement 
footage, and the addition of future transportation elements. Other topics of concern are the Town’s wells, 
and Dark Sky ordinance. 

 
There were no questions for Planner Hoffman from the Commissioners. 
Commissioner Merritt inquired if Mr. Chontos was satisfied with the correction. 
Planner Hoffman advised Mr. Chontos was concerned with a 50-foot easement through his property, 
which is a public works issue. 

 
No public comments were made. 

 
Commissioner Pasciak moved, seconded by Commissioner McCaullay to recommend approval to Town 
council and passed. 

 
6B. This Public Hearing is for consideration, discussion and possible recommendation to the 
Town Council on the draft “Postscript: Considerations for Creating a Sense of Place in Chino 
Valley”, and to receive additional public comment for deliberation by the Planning and Zoning 
Commission. 

 
Planner Hoffman reported on the “Post Script” of the General Plan, which discussed the character and 
identity of the Town. 

 
The comments asked for additional views of buildings with more western flavor and clarification that if 
the western flavor buildings were adopted in UDO that it is not applicable to residential or industrial uses. 
The focus is on commercial and multi-family properties fronting State Route 89 and future community 
cores. 

 
No comments from the Commissioners. 
Commissioner Merritt thanked the General Plan Committee on their time, effort, and great job they did 
toward developing a General Plan. 

 
Commissioner McCaullay moved, seconded by Commissioner Mendoza to recommend approval of the 
general plan postscript consideration of creating a sense of place in Chino Valley to the Town Council 
and passed. 
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7. NON-PUBLIC HEARING ACTION ITEMS 
 

7A. Consideration of readopting Ordinance 10-740 
 

Planner Mayday explained initial intent of signage and a proposed extension of the modifications of the 
sign code was adopted in 2009 and were renewed twice since that time. This ordinance deals with off-site 
signage along the highway. Members of the business community have contacted Development Services to 
voice their interest in continuing to use these signs. 

 
Development Services discussed having the sign ordinance as a prorated annual fee, and striking sections 
D & E. 

 
Commissioner McCaullay questioned the enforcement of the signage fee and if business are paying. 
Planner Mayday advised some of the business have paid but enforcement will be from this point forward. 

 
Commissioner Pasciak questioned the wording on section 1 item G “a portable sign not permitted in 
following location’, should it be Right Of Way (ROW) instead of Street. Planner Mayday advised the 
change could be made to reflect ROW. 

 
Commissioner Merritt opened for public comment. 

 
Tim Davis, business owner, questioned a policy-waiving fee if signs were taken down nightly. He advised 
the greater concerns is keeping the highway cleaned up, the signs are not an issue. 

 
Commissioner McCaullay advised the reasoning behind the ordinance discussion and a fee waiver should 
be taken up with Development Services. 

 
Lee Dudley, Bright Star RV and Mini Storage, expressed concern regarding a wind sign for recycle of 
aluminum cans on ROW, which he was told to remove. The removal of the sign has caused a 50% 
decrease in his business. He asked that the Councilmember who does not like signs to come and speaks 
with him and that the temporary signage fee be clarified. 

 
Tom Payne, Chino Valley business owner, advised he was on the 2009 sign committee. .The A-frame 
signs were supposed to come down nightly and the $5 permit fee was not waived.  He believes the current 
regulation putting the signs five feet back from ROW is challenging and placing the signs on the ROW 
edge is a clear line of demarcation. 

 
Commissioner Pasciak would like to have G1 within 5 foot of the public street changed to say within the 
public ROW. Commissioner McCaullay clarified to state on the edge of the ROW. Planner Mayday 
advised Section G item 2 “at the corner of an intersection” would disallow using street corners and 
suggested removing that wording. 

 
Tom Payne mentioned the need to have property owner permission (item f) 
Commissioner Merritt verified having the wordage five feet from the public ROW removed and add 
outside the public ROW on private property. 

The commission questioned were where the public ROW is. 

Commissioner Mendoza clarified that this is for a one-year extension. 
Planner Mayday advised it is for 21 months or the amendment of the ordinance whichever first occurs. 
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Commissioner McCaullay moved, seconded by Commissioner Pasciak to accept the text amendments for 
ordinance 874 with the amendments made tonight and initiate a public hearing held during the May 6, 
2014 regular meeting of the Planning and Zoning Commission and passed with corrections. 

 
7B. Consider amending the text of the Planned Area Development Overlay District to allow 
modification of the requirements of the underlying zoning district, among other things. 

Planner Mayday advised that upon review of Planned Area Development Overlay District (PAD) several 
corrections were noted in order to clarify PAD. 

 
In Chino Valley, the current PAD is a stand-alone zoning district, but the language within the PAD is 
written as an overlay district and does not allow changes to underlying districts. Planner Mayday 
explained what a PAD is supposed to be used for. The modifications remove restrictive language, make 
general reference to development standards, and removed deadline for action. She explained the current 
procedure for having changes enacted and the procedure if the modifications are approved. 

 
Commissioner McCaullay confirmed that Development Service would track the developer’s expiration 
dates. Planner Mayday advised with the new software purchase the Development Service department 
would be able to better track the expiration dates. 

 
Commissioner Merritt advised he likes simplification and allows Development Service flexibility. 

 
Commissioner McCaullay moved, seconded Commissioner Mendoza by to initiate a public hearing on 
proposed changes to section 1.9.4 Planned Area Development Overlay District at the May 6, 2014 regular 
meeting of the Planning and Zoning Commission, and passed. 

 
8. DISCUSSION ITEMS 

 
Commissioner McCaullay suggested on next agenda the electing of a vice chair. 

 
9. PUBLIC COMMENTS 

 
No public comments. 

 
10. ADJOURN 

 
Commissioner McCaullay moved, seconded by Commissioner Pasciak to adjourn and passed at 7:06 p.m. 

 
Submitted this 8th day of May 2014. 
By: Liz Hart, Town Clerk Assistant 
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